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Taz Boarp or AGRICULTURE AND TUBERCULOSIS. 


At the annual dinner of the Newcastle Farmers’ 
Club Mr. Walter Long announced that it was not 
the intention of his department to ‘‘ ask Parliament 
for large votes of public money or to impose com- 
pulsory restrictions which would be strongly resisted 
in many quarters.”” This is not quite equivalent to 
saying nothing would be done, but it probably means 
that the Board will make no move this year. Large 
votes of public money are not necessary to enable 
authorities to do a great amount of good. No one 
has ever suggested that rigorous stamping-out should 
be applied to bovine tuberculosis, and every one 
knows that a much milder course would require no 
Parliamentary grant, and yet would effect an inesti- 
mable amount of good. 

As to the “‘compulsory restrictions, which would 
be strongly resisted in some quarters,’ Mr. Long 
should have beea the last man to use such an argu- 
ment. For the suppression of rabies he has enforced 
“compulsory restrictions ’’ like a Cromwell, and has 
met strong resistance in many quarters with stronger 
compulsion. For all which, his success has been 
triumphant, and his work will for ever remain an 
illustration of what a strong man can do when he 
thoroughlyjgrasps the situation, and boldly enforces 
the remedy. Mr. Long’s hesitation about tackling 
tuberculosis may be due to a belief that the owners 
of cattle are likely to offer a greater resistance to 
restrictions than did the dog owners. We should 
not anticipate any such unprecedented display of 
activity. When cattle-plague was stamped out by 
the pole-axe and by absolute prohibition of move- 
ment over large districts, the stock-owner uttered 
only the ordinary Englishman’s grumble and soon 
yielded himself and his herds to the authorities. 

Vhen pleuro-pneumonia was suppressed by the 
slaughter of diseased animals, and of all other cattle 
which had been “in contact” with them, hardly a 
shade cf resistance was shown. Even now, when 
1 80;000 a-year of public money is wasted on abor- 

lve attempts to suppress swine-fever, and infected 
areas are declared here and there in a promiscuous 
= of way, the stockowners’ resistance is mild in 

€ extreme. No, this hypothesis won’t do. Mr. 
D8 1S not afraid of resistance to his reasons when 

e believes they are right. 

Ber hesitation of the Board of Agriculture and the 
ent must be due to the fact that they have not 

rt a the subject. That this is so may be 
~~ the ey the remark on Mr. Long’s speech that 
—- re their disposal was too indefinite and 
arliament > Pe preciseness to justify their asking 
ut are precise data isi islati 

A — requisite for legislation ? 

rapt scientific knowledge, complete and finite, is 

nlea — about any disease, and yet we have 
bine differ n the Animals Diseases Act no less than 
ent diseases—about the majority of which 


less is known than is well established concerning 
tuberculosis. 

We can identify the cause of tuberculosis. 

We know how it spreads. 

We know how it is transmitted to man. 

We are able to detect it before the stage of infec- 

tivity. 

There is no question of its post-mortem appearances. 

Can similar data be given of any other disease, 
scheduled in the Act, for which the law imposes 
death and restriction without a murmur? Most cer- 
tainly not. If data for guidance is insufficient at 
the Board of Agriculture—that institution is 
absolutely singular. It is not the data which is in- 
definite and wanting in preciseness. It is the nebu- 
lous state of opinion which makes the Board of Agri- 
culture timid. The public, led by Medical Officers of 
Health, see only danger to themselves from meat and 
milk, and cry for the infliction of penalties on cow- 
keepers and butchers. The cowkeeper and butcher 
resist restriction and loss being laid only on their 
shoulders, whilst the men who supply them with 
diseased animals are permitted to cultivate disease 
and sell their infected stock with impunity. The 
breeder and feeder, like Brer Rabbit, ‘ lay low and 
say nuffin.” They have been alarmed by the no 
compensation ruling of the Royal Commission. The 
question presents difficulties ; but none insuperable, 
if only legislation considers the whole question at 
once.” The certainty of confusion, hardship, and 
failure will be apparent if legislation is effected piece- 
meal—a little for the butcher, a little for the cow- 
keeper, and still less for the agriculturist. 

Why not wait and leave private effort to unravel 
the tangle alittle? Simply because waiting will only 
increase it, and meantime human lives and cattle are 
sacrificed by the thousand. What is the annual loss 
to the stockowner from tuberculosis—by death, wast- 
ing, abortion, and sterility? Noon» knows, but it 
is @ serious item, and well worth some legislative 
effort. By a stroke of the pen Mr. Walter Long 
could schedule tuberculosis in the Animels |)iseases 
Act. No parliamentary sanction would be wanted, 
no public money required ; but the good resulting would 
be enormous, and no one would offer any resistance. 


Tue Councit MEETING. 


We publish this week a long report of the very 
fully attended meeting at Red Lion Square, on Jan. 
25th. Space prevents comment thereon, but many 
matters of grave importance were discussed, and 
practitioners should not fail to note the opinions ex- 
pressed. It is really wonderful the number of impor- 
tant subjects our representative governors find to 
consider. Finance, distilled water, company law, 
examinations, fees, medals, scrutineers, new degrees, 
advertising, and the perennial students’ certificates are 
only a part. What encyclopedic erudition it must 
all require ! 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


FRACTURES. 
By W. Buunsom, M.R.C.V.S., Cirencester. 


The following cases of fracture may be of interest 
as in all of them the injury proved to be greater than 
was expected. 

I. On December 26th, a bay mare, the property of 
Earl Bathurst, while hunting became suddenly lame 
while walking down a hill; she was sent home and 
the next day was very stiff behind as though injured 
in the back. The crest of the off hip was broken off, 
and I attributed the lameness to this and to muscular 
sprain. Under hot water there was gradual impgove- 
ment until Jan. 7th, she walked round the yard 
fairly well and seemed in good health. 

On the morning of Jan. 7th, however, she was 
found down in her box and unable to rise. I made 
preparations for slinging, and went home for morphia 
and slings. She gradually got worse, and died 
within an hour of my first seeing her. In her efforts 
to rise she seemed exactly as though her back was 
broken in the region of the loin. 

Post-mortem examination shewed the pelvis to be 
in seven different pieces, both sides of the symphisis 
there was a fracture right through the bone, the 
edges of which were worn smooth, proving that this 
had been done some considerable time. On the right 
side the bone was broken through the thick shaft 
just below the articulatory cup. There was a quantity 
of extravasated blood in the surrounding muscles, 
and the abdominal cavity contained three or four 
gallons of blood, this internal hemorrhage was 
evidently the immediate cause of death. I was un- 
able to determine which were the ruptured blood 
vessels. 

II. A thorough-bred colt in a racing stable in this 
neighbourhood was found lame in both hind limbs, 
and was brought in and treated with hot water, etc. 
He improved for a few days, but was found dead in 
his box, and post-mortem examination proved the 
injuries and cause of death to be very similar to the 
above case. It was never discovered how the injury 
was done. 

III. A cart colt, the property of Lord Trafalgar, 
was lame on the near fore. The lameness was 
evidently in the shoulder and after several blisterings 
he got nearly sound. He began, however, to get 
worse and an abscess formed just below the point of 
the shoulder. As it defied all treatment he was shot, 
and the humerus was found in several pieces and the 
bone was badly diseased. This is a peculiar case 
because the lameness was not considerable and there 

- A grey hunter, while doing walking exercise, 
suddenly became stiff behind, he eb a fow yards, 
fell, and was unable to rise, I got him home in a float 
intending to sling him, but the prostration was so 
great I gave up the idea. The paraplegia was com- 
plete from the loin, and there was complete loss of 
sensation. 


On post-mortem the back was broken in the loin, 
The body of the third lumbar vertebra was broken 
through the middle; the 1st, 2nd, and third lumbar 
vertebre were all friable, breaking easily under the 
finger. 


ECHINOCOCCUS VETERINORUM IN THE 
BRAIN. 


By Vet.-Capt. S. M. Smrrx, A.V.D., 
Farnboro,’ Hants. 


The following case may be of sufficient clinical 
interest to many of your readers. 

On the 15th September, Army horse (No. 17,068) 
was attacked by what was at the time considereda 
case of sunstroke, at the manceuvres, and the horse 
was placed under the care of a civil practitioner. On 
the 1st October the animal was sufficiently recovered 
to allow of it marching to Aldershot, and the entry of 
the case as recorded is as follows. 

October 1st.—Animal arrived by road, has a great 
difficulty in eating solids, is extremely dull and still, 
evinces passive congestion of the brain, due probably 
to exposure to sun at manceuvres and consequent 
effusion and pressure. Placed in loose box, gave 
sloppy mashes of bran, linseed, and oatmeal. Stimu- 
late poll and neck with lin. cantharis. 

5th.—FY ol. lini. Oj. Continued same diet. _ 

21st.--Effects of blister disappearing, great im- 
provement, appetite returning. RY nux. vom. puly. 
grs. xx., ferri. sulph. pulv. 3js., daily in feed, gentle 
walking exercise. 

25th.—Great improvement, continued treatment. 

31st.—Discharged cured. 

The animal was then sent to his own lines, and 
was allowed rest for sometime and occasionally put 
to work, but as there was loss of condition, very little 
work was done. 

On the 27th December the horse was again admit- 
ted, having fallen when at work, with the following 
entry : 

Deienater 27th.—Relapse of a case occurring at 
manceuvres, great excitability. Placed in loose: box 
and gave bran diet. 

December aloes B. 3v., zingib. pulv. 
in ball. the 

January 3rd.—Animal is evincing pressure on - 
brain owing to effusion, by standing with head pres , 
against the walls of the box. Clipped hair — , 
sides of neck and forehead, and applied stimulating 


liniment. t. iodid. 5i. every other day 10 ball. 
times in collecting food and passing it on to = 
showing loss of power of the muscles and | ee one 
BY nux. vom. puly. grs. xv., and combine W! 
and gentian twice daily. 
10th.—This case become somewhat 
to the men, owing to loss of control of pore st 
Is constantly getting into extraordinary pos! slowly 
times standing long periods at the weed 
sucking and gathering small portions of food ; She 
ing of brain structure due to pressure suspect™ 
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frequently falls in the box, and is difficult to get up. 
Continue medicine. 

18th.—There is a still greater difficulty in collect- 
ing food, animal is rapidly losing condition, and 
paralysis of the muscles of tongue and cheeks is in- 
creasing. As the case now appears hopeless, and 
considering the period she had been under treatment, 
a Board of Veterinary Officers was convened to con- 
sider advisability of destruction. 

20th.—Board recommended destruction, and per- 
mission obtained 22nd. 

23rd.—Post-mortem revealed the presence of a 
large quantity of clear transparent fluid in the cranial 
cavity. The blood vessels chronically distended. 
Medulla much shrunken. Four cysts of immature 
echinococcus veterinorum were found in the cover- 
ings of the brain between the cerebrum and cere- 
bellum on the upper surface. Although careful 
search was made no other cysts were discovered 
amongst the viscera. 

This case I think worth recording, as the presence 
of the parasites must be rare in this position, and 
there is no doubt that their presence was the cause of 
the original attack at manceuvres, when being exposed 
to heat almost as great as one experiences in India, 
the animal was predisposed to sunstroke. 


HYDROPS AMNII—WITH RUPTURE OF THE 
ABDOMINAL MUSCLES. 
By R. Lewis Green, M.R.C.V.S. 


Subject.—An aged half-bred Hereford cow, in rather 
& poor condition, heavy in calf, in fact due to calve in 
amonth’s time; cast twin calves last year. 

Iwas called in to see the above animal on Jan. 17. 
The history was, she was badly swollen, and swelling 
had suddenly appeared low down on the right side, 
constipated, and off-feed, and had been so for 2 days. 
On seeing her she was of an immense size, especially 
on the right side, the two quarters of the mammary 
gland of that side were completely distorted, being 
dragged down so tightly that the teats only were visi- 
ble to show where the mammary gland was, and they 
nearly touched the ground. She could stand for a 
little while, but if walked once or twice round the 
box went down from exhaustion. Temperature 101 

‘> Percussion and manipulation only verified what 
— viz., w great quantity of fluid in the 
waite and with rupture of the abdominal parietes, 
a one part could be felt the edge of one of the 
ae superficial abdominal muscles, which had 
i tacted some way up the side, consequently the 

ry formed a subcutaneous hernia. 

henre exploration I found a small quantity of 
ie ina very hard, dry, and balled state. 
a — 10n per vaginam revealed the os constricted 
jaa downwards and over the pelvic brim some 
nan psnly not touch a foetus, but managed to 
hes or in contact with the outer foetal mem- 
eg ave slight aperient combined with a stimu- 


a next day, viz., the 18th, she was floated to 


Tmary and placed in a loose box into which 


| she had to be dragged, having got down in the float 
and would not attempt to rise, her legs were put 
under her and she was placed upon her chest. Tem- 
perature 100-2 deg. Fahrt. 

On examination per vaginam while down membranes 
were pushed upward along with the os, but it not 
being sufficiently dilated to rupture them with the 
fingers, a long trocar and canula were passed and 
the membranes punctured. About forty gallons of 
thin, pale, slightly straw-coloured watery fluid were 
removed, and a stimulant administered, but she 
would not get up, or even try with assistance to do 
so, neither would she eat anything, nor drink water 
chilled or cold, gruel, or water with extract of malt 
dissolved in it, in fact refused all sustenance. 
Another stimulant was given, and extract belladonna. 
applied to the os. 

The following day, the 19th, stimulants continued, 
but she would neither eat nor drink, and on further 
examination the os was not dilated but remained 
unchanged in its condition. She died about 10.30 
that morning. 

The post mortem revealed extensive rupture of the 
whole of the abdominal muscles within an inch or 
two of the transverse processes of the lumbar verte- 
brae. Also on right side an extensive rupture of 
muscles running parallel with the linea alba, and 
they were terrifically stretched, and torn out of recog- 
nition, being as thin as paper and some resembling 
a network, the muscular fibres being so irregularly 
and extensively torn. 

There were two calves, and between 20 and 30 
gallons more of fluid remaining in the fcetal mem- 
branes of the second calf. 

The rumen was compressed almost out of shape, 
flat against the ribs, and nearly empty; the small 
intestines contained a little fecal matter which was 
yellowish in colour, in a fluid state, and very offen- 
sive in smell ; the large intestines a small quantity 
of dry, hard feeces. 

Seeing your request in last week’s Record for more 
reports of clinical cases I have sent you this, as it 
may be of some interest to the younger members of 
the profession. 


THE TREATMENT OF CANKER. 


Lieutenant Rose’s interesting communication inthis 
week’s Veterinary Reeord reminds meof acase which has 
some bearing on the subject. In short it is a matter 
of bearing. |! was consulted in the early part of the 
past summer, before the dry weather had begun, as 
to a farm horse with canker in three feet. Her shoes 
were in the “‘ disgruntle ’’ condision we so often find 
on farms, that, to give her a level bearing until I 
should call another day with a farrier to help me to 
pack up the foot in the old-fashioned way, I had the 
remaining shoes pulled off. The case somehow 
dropped out of ry list and I neglected to call, until 
asked one day to see something else. 

I then found that, under a pressure of work, she 
animal had been used in the shafts of a farm cart 


on tolerably level ground and when the dry weather 
had already set in. There was a distinct improve- 
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ment in all the diseased feet, and as she was badly 
wanted I contented myself with rasping off some 
broken crust, and supplied some caustic dressing for 
use at night. Without shoes she worked on the con- 
tinuously dry and hard meadow land (hay carting 
with inadequate hands extending over several weeks) 
and was practically cured in something less than 
three months. My astringent or caustic lotion may 
have had something to do with the cure of the deep- 
seated parts, but the bare recital of the case should 
be sufficient to show that, as stated at first, it is all a 
question of bearing, or nearly so. 

Another case in which the posterior half only of 
one foot was affected, but still, very badly, is now 
well, by treatment with bar shoe, very wide under 
the frog, and stuffed tightly with the material used 
for brick making, which was found to harden, and 
in this case did not get displaced. 

Many cases of thrush so bad as to be almost iffdis- 
tinguishable from canker are constantly cured by the 
use of the short Charlier shoe as advocated by Mr. 
W. A. South, of New Bond Street. 

H. Leeney. 


RETENTION OF MILK BY COWS. 


In one of the recent numbers of The Record, in a 
report of one of the veterinary associations, this sub- 
ject cropped up in discussion. In India one has 
occasionally to wait the pleasure of both the cow and 
buffalo, when one keeps cows of one’s own ; the native 
milkman coming with a broad grin on his face to 
inform the master that the cow refuses to give her 
milk. She probably gives it after being kept without 
her food an hour. There is a custom, in cases where 
the calf is either born dead or dies soon after birth, 
of skinning the calf and having the skin dried and 
stuffed with straw or grass. This is placed in front 
of the cow and she generally starts to lick and caress 
it, and ‘ gives down” her milk, which she would not 
before. It is very rare that the Indian cow will 
allow herself to be milked out of sight of her calf, 
the custom being to bring out the calf, allow it to 
draw the teats and swallow a few mouthfuls, and 
then the calf is taken away and tied in front of the 
vow so that she can continue to lick and caress the 
calf, and the feed is then given to both after all the 
milk required is removed. If fed before milking the 
cow will frequently give trouble about milking. On 
occasions when my cowman has been sick I have 
made attempts to milk the cows myself, but had 
nearly always failed or only been able to get a part 
of the milk, and the same happens if some of the 
other servants tried, but on a man of the same caste 
(Gualor) trying the cow would give down her milk. 
So that when one’s gualor gets sick it is always best 
to borrow the services of one’s neighbour’s gualor. 
All this goes to prove that the sphincter of teat is 
well under control, and that to a great extent cows 
can withhold the milk for a period. 


UnQuaLiFIED CASTRATORS. 
May I suggest to those practitioners who 


in their districts, trying a plan adopted by 
the late Captain Ben Russell, of Grantham. He 
used to arrange with the farmers and others of cer. 
tain districts to have all the colts of the village or 
district collected at a certain yard or farm at an ap- 
pointed time. He then operated on the lot charging 
the popular price, and so cutting the ground from 
under the castrator’s feet. In this way he could 
afford to take less, as journeys were saved, and the 
clients naturally liked it, as he agreed to see the colts 
through the operation, and he thus gained many fees 
at convenient times to himself that otherwise would 
have gone to the castrators. Two of the latter left 
the district during the time | was a pupil of Captain 
Russell’s. 
S. M. Smrrn, Vet.-Capt., A.V.D. 
Farnboro’, Hants. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


On Nertrte Carrie.—By Veterinary Sur- 
geon TapPkE. 


Tapke has frequently encountered this affection in 
his practice. Tapke has only noticed the illness in 
well nourished cows, never in bullocks and young 
cattle. It may occur at any period of the year. The 
causes are unknown yet, the owner will generally 
notice that the illness occurs after the cow has been 
excited or knocked about. Swellings arise suddenly 
in different parts of the body in slight attacks on the 
eyelids, the lower part of the head, and in the 
perineal region ; in severe attacks also on the udder, 
on the back of the knee, the inner surfaces of the 
forearm and thigh, in the throat, dewlap, and pet- 
dulous parts of the thorax and abdomen. The eye- 
lids and neighbourhood of the mouth are always 
swollen in the most favourable cases. As » rule 
there is a copious flow of tears. The swellings 00 
the breast and limbs are hard, those on the perineum 
pad shaped and cedematous. At first the animals 
are restless, pulse and breathing accelerated, latter 
frequently accompanied by a grunt. Food not taken, 
rumination at a standstill. Itching is not noticeable. 
The affection arises suddenly and reaches its highest 
point in half-an-hour. An hour later the swellings 
may have declined, and in 12 to 24 hours have con 
pletely vanished, and the cow to all appearance be 10 
normal health. Tapke has not noticed a single um 
favourable termination.-— Berliner Thierar+t. 

(In those cases of this affection seen in the eye | 
it is always wise to tell the owner the cow may P! ; 
her calf if she is known to be in calf, otherwise ~ 
may be told that the cow has got alright, but fine 
medicine has caused her to pick her calf. Abor 
is not infrequent in these cases.—Trans. ) ow 


Veterinary Appointments in New Zealand. 


for 
We understand that a reply to the 
six veterinary surgeons to act as meat ~ than 109 


icati tin. The names 0 
are troubled with the unqualified castrator | — were sent in 


ices desired, no 
render other veterinary services if the six success 


candidates will be known next week. 
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Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


A quarterly meeting of Council was held at the Col- 
lege, 10 Red Lion Square, W.C., on Wednesday, Jan- 
uary 25th, Mr. A. W. Mason (president) occupied the 
chair, and the following members were present : Major- 
General Sir Frederick FitzWygram, Vet.-Col. Duck, and 
Messrs. Abson, Barrett, Bower, Carter, Cope, Dewar, 
Dollar, Edgar, Elphick, Fraser, Hartley, Lawson, Lake, 
McFadyean, Mulvey, Penberthy, Simpson, Trigger, 
Wartnaby, W. O. Williams, Wragg, Geo. Thatcher 
(solicitor), and A. W. Hill (secretary). 

The minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed. 


“ STEEL MEMORIAL.” 


The “Steel Memorial” medals were to have been pre- 
sented to Dr. Geo. Fleming, C.B., and Prof. W. Williams, 
but owing to ill-health those gentlemen were unable to 
attend, and it was agreed that the medals should be for- 
warded to them with a letter of presentation. 


Pusiic GRANTS. 


The SecreTARY read a letter from the General Medi- 
cal Council stating that the letter from the K.C.V.S. re- 
garding public grants for disciplinary purposes was con- 
sidered by the Executive Committee, but that committee 
did not see their way to advise the Council to accede to 
the request. 

Mr. Mutvey: What was the nature of the communi- 
cation ? 

The Soticrror said it was for State aid. 


Tue Excise AND DISTILLED WATER. 


The Secretary read a letter from Mr. Singleton, of 
Ealing, stating that he had been informed by the Excise 
Officer of his district that it was illegal for him to pre- 
pare distilled water in his laboratory without taking out 
and paying for a license. He had applied to the Board 
of Inland Revenue who had refused to exempt him from 
the tax. He therefore appealed to the Council to look 
upon the matter as one which concerned the whole 
veterinary profession and to approach the authorities at 
Somerset House to induce them to withdraw the restric- 
tion at present imposed. 

On the motion of Mr. Trigger, seconded by Mr. Wragg, 


Se latter was referred to the Parliamentary Com- 


HIGHLAND AND AGRICULTURAL Socrety’s DIpLoMa. 


m SECRETARY reported the receipt of a letter from 
t. Thatcher with reference to the Highland and Agricul- 
tural Society’s diploma. 
Pm. “4 PRESIDENT said that as Mr. Thatcher was to meet 
pe sporetary of the Highland Society on Wednesday, 
i th pe matter would come up again, it would save time 
St sed was not read. It was a question of disci- 
Pr © between the Highland Society’s men and the mem- 
the College. 
i yeh enn There is a sub-committee dealing with 
- atter, and it had better be left in their hands. 
ESIDENT : It is practically left in the hands of 
- thatcher, becauge he is going to Edinburgh on Wed- 
— see the committee. 
e of Mr. Fraser, seconded by Mr Abson, 
until wT . that the letter should remain in abeyance 
4 ty atcher was In a position to report thereon. 
: I should like to know whether you 
to within that the Highland Society has no power 
" vad their certificate for any reason. 
_- WATCHER : That is the very object of my visit, 
= ee they will join with the body in obtaining 
ment of that regulation by applying to the 


Privy Council, or in such way as the legal advisers may 
consider best, to put an end really to that anomaly. 


CERTIFICATE IN PuBLICcC HEALTH. 


The SECRETARY read a letter from Mr. J. McLauchlan 
Young forwarding the draft of a scheme for a certificate 
in Public Health for Veterinary Surgeons. The scheme 
was not read. 

On the motion of Mr. Trigger, seconded by Mr. 
Wartnaby, the matter was referred to the Examination 
Committee. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE. 


Mr. TRIGGER read the report of the Finance Com- 
mittee which showed that the present liabilities amount- 
ed to £808, 3s. which the committee recommended 
should be discharged. The committee also recommended 
to the Council that the solicitor’s charges in connection 
with the Walley Memorial Fund should be deducted 
from the fund, and the money of the fund invested in 
consuls, and that the Victoria Benevolent Fund, being a 
charitable institution, should be charged only out-of- 
pocket expenses for the use of the committee room, and 
that the treasurer be authorised to draw cheques for 
petty cash not exceeding £20, and the necessary cheque 
for rates. 

The report was adopted. 


REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Stmpson read the report of the Registration Com- 
mittee, which stated that the committee had considered 
the application of a member for his name to be removed 
from the Register on the ground that his diploma of the 
Highland Agricultural Society would give him all the 
qualifications he wanted and leave him free from restric- 
tion. The committee considered that the immunity 
from discipline practically conferred by the diplomas of 
the Society might be of injury to the public and to the 
profession, and they had initiated steps for a conference 
with a committee from the society with a view of see- 
ing whether something could not be done in the matter. 
The committee recommended that the name of Mr. A. V. 
Field should be restored to the Register on the usual 
terms. Prosecutions were recommended in certain cases, 
and certain other cases were summoned to appear before 
the committee. With regard to cases of advertising, 
undertakings had been received in the majority of in- 
stances and the committee had had two members of the 
College before them for advertising, and in both cases 
undertakings were given. 

Mr. Stmpson moved the adoption of the report, which 
was seconded by Mr. Abson. 

Mr. Triccer: Before you put the motion to the meet- 
ing, sir, 1 certainly think in view of the correspondence 
that is going on at the present time in 7’he Field and 
other papers making grave charges against certain veter- 
inary surgeons, implying that certain corrupt practices 
existed among a section of the veterinary eager it 
should go forth to the public at the earliest possible 
opportunity that the Registration Committte have sum- 
moned those gentlemen. I will not mention any names, 
but I think it should go to the public at all events that 
any such cases will be investigated by this Council. 

Professor Dewar: It is very little wonder that the 
outside public are apt to form their own conclusions. It 
is only six weeks’ ago since I saw in The Record two 
veterinary surgeons advertising for assistants, and stat- 
ing it did not matter whether they were qualified 
or not. 

The motion for the reception and adoption of the re- 
port was agreed to, and the seal of the College was 
attached to the authority for certain prosecutions. 


EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Mutvey read the report of the Examination Com- 
mittee from which it appeared that all the educational 
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certificates investigated by the committee were accepted 
with one exception. He moved the oo gag of the re 
port which was seconded by Mr. Wartnaby. 

Professor PENBERTHY asked if the report of the July 
examinations had been before the committee, and Mr. 
Mulvey pointed out that they had not, owing to the fact 
that at the last meeting of Council, for some reason or 
other, there was no motion that they be referred to the 
committee. 

The motion for the adoption of the report was 
agreed to. 

PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE. 


The SEcRETARY read the report of the Parliamentary 
Committee which recommended that the draft of stand- 
ing orders submitted by Mr. Dollar should be printed. 

The report was adopted. 


Court oF EXAMINERS. 


The SkcrRETARY read the reports of the Court of 
Examiners which showed that in England 14, and in 
Scotland 16 students had passed and had been ad*fitted 
into the profession. He fo read letters from the exam- 
iners and delegates to the effect that the examination had 
been of a satisfactory character. 

The PRESIDENT said that he attended thd oral examina- 
tions, and the examination in that de»artment over 
which he presided was entirely satisfactory. 

Mr. HARTLEY also reported that the conduct of the 
examinations was quite satisfactory to him in every way. 

Mr. MULVEY moved that the report be referred to the 
Examination Committee for their consideration, and to 
ie at a subsequent meeting of the Council. 

r. HARTLEY seconded the motion. 

Mr. Wartnaby asked if the suggestions of the exam- 
iners, that at future examinations two students should 
a themselves at the same time and be examined 

y each examiner for 15 minutes, could be carried out 
without giving notice of motion to that effect. 

The resolution referring the reports to the examination 
committee was agreed to. 


FELLOwWsHIP EXAMINATION. 


The SecrEeTaRy read the report of the Fellowship 
examination which showed that two candidates had ob- 
tained a fellowship degree—Messrs. Dellagana and-Ten- 
nant. The report also referred to certain subjects not 
being suitable for a thesis. 

Mr. Mutvey asked if there was any hard and fast line 
laid down in the rule as to what the subjects of thesis 
should_be. 

The PRESIDENT said there was not. 

Prof. PENBERTHY moved that the report should be 
sent to the Examination Committee for consideration, 
and report to the Council at their next meeting. He did 
not himself think there was anything in the rule, but 
perhaps Mr. Mulvey would bear his suggestion in mind 
when the report came before him. 

Mr. FRasErR seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to. 

WaLiey Memoria Funp. 


Mr. THATCHER (solicitor) read a short synopsis of the 
deed of trust. The amount of the fund for oeeniaas 
is £309 1s. 4d. The trusts are briefly these. The annual 
income is every year to be given to the successful stu- 
dent at a special examination by the R.C.V.S. The 
examination is open to all students of all schools now or 
hereafter affiliated subsequent to the immediately pre- 
ceding October, who have passed class “(C,” four years’ 
course or the corresponding examination for the time be- 
ing. ‘The subjects are pathology, materia medica, and 
hygiene. The written examination is to be not less than 
two hours, The examination is to take place simul- 
taneously in London and Edinburgh, and in Dublin as 
soon as a College isestablished there. There is power to 


the Royal College to make rules. The money can be jp 
vested in feus or feu annuals in Scotland, or freehold 

round rents in England, or any statutory investments 
for the time being of England and Scotland for gratuitous 
trustees. 

Professor PENBERTHY : May I ask if we have accepted 
this trust ? 

The PrEsIDENT: Weare here to say whether we accept 
it or not. 

Prof. PENBERTHY : What is the income of this trust 
invested in consols ? 

Mr. Asson : In consols it will reach £6 15s., that is the 
exact amount. 

The PrEstDENT: If the trust is accepted we could 
invest in consols. That is on the Finance Committee's re- 
port to-day. 

Prof. PENBERTHY : I do not think it would be for me 
a sine qua non that it should pay, but I should like to 
know what we are acnegting, whether we are going to 
accept something which will cost us a considerable 
amount, or how much it would cost us because we could 
not possibly carry out the examination for less than £9, 
and the interest i understand comes to £6 15s. 

Mr. FRaseEr proposed that the Council accept the 
Walley Trust Fund under the nditions which 
had been read, and that the President should be em- 
powered to affix the seal of the Council to the deed. 

Mr. CaRTER seconded the motion. 

Mr. Dottar: Might I say one word before the matter 
is concluded. The question that I want to ask is 
whether the Council here assembled fully realizes that in 
accepting this Trust they are taking rather more responsi- 
bility on their shoulders perhaps than the remarks made 
pas A show. It appears to me that in accepting this 
Trust the R.C.V.S. will be morally, if not legally, bound 
to pay the expense of the examination (“Question ’) 
the form in which to hold the examinations, the dele- 
gates who are to attend the examinations and the acces- 
sory expenses, which cannot of course be avoided in 
connection with such an examination. I[ think, perhaps, 
it is worth while pointing that out in order that there 
may be no question hereafter as to the responsibility 
which the Council takes upon itself. I do not suggest 
for one moment offering any opposition whatever to the 
motion now before the meeting. I think it is well we 
should know our responsibilities before we finally under- 
take them. 

Professor Dewar: The matter which Mr. Dollar has 
brought before you was fully considered by the Walley 
Memorial Committee, and we thought, in Scotland, com 
sidering the purpose for which this fund has been instr 
tuted that there should not be any very great expense 
conducting the examinations, and I still think that 
possibly, seeing that this is proposed to be a written 
examination, and the examiners will not have to leave 
their own firesides, but simply have to set the questions 
and submit them to the various centres, and have them 
returned to them—I do not suppose the members 0 
Council here are a whit less generous than we are 1 
Scotland—a member of the college will be found at eac 
centre to supervise ‘the examinations. _ I think for 4 
own part, and I am speaking for my fellow principa® 
that we will be pleased to afford accommodation for 
candidates in our respective colleges. _ (Hear, hear.) in 
do not think any very great expense will be incu 
conducting this examination. — 

Mr. Barrett: I think we need not antici te ‘ilar 
culties. I do not believe that my friend Mr. ut 
thought any serious expense would be incu _ Seng 
do agree with Professor Dewar when he says then 
men to be found who will take care of this — “on 
I think we ought to feel that our members | a oak 
generosity than to talk of taking a fee for doing oe 
so small as this. I think we ought to do our @ 
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further the object of this fund, and keep the matter | 


under our own control. 

The resolution for accepting the Trust and sealing the 
declaration was carried unanimously. 

On the motion of Professor DEwAr, seconded by Mr. 
Lawson, the matter was referred to the Examination 
Committee to arrange for the conduct of the examina- 
tion and to report to the Council. 

Mr. Barrett: May I ask, sir, if you intend to put 
the question as to who pay the expenses of the assign- 
ment. 

Mr. THATCHER (solicitor) : I shall be glad to say this, 
that I shall be perfectly willing and pleased to make 
that my contributiou to the fund. (Hear, hear.) 


Company Law AMENDMENT ACT. 


Mr. Stmpson read a report of the delegates appointed 
to represent the College on the Joint Committee of the 
various medical bodies for the purpose of calling atten- 
tion to the anomalies of existing company law as 
affecting such bodies. The report, which was very 
lengthy, was signed by Mr. Simpson and Mr. Thatcher, 
and suggested that the whole matter.should be referred 
to the Sliaeniner Committee with powers to act. 

On the motion of Mr. Srmpson, seconded by Mr. 
Axson, the report was referred to the Parliamentary 
Committee. 


Notices oF Morion. 


Professor McFaDYEAN gave notice of his intention to 
move in due course “ That at the quarterly meeting held 


in July in each year the Council shall fix the dates of 
the membership examinations to be held during the | 
following December, May, and July, and the dates of | 
the quarterly meetings of Council to be held during 
the following October, January, April and July. 


Motion sy Mr. Doar. 


The following notice of motion was on the agenda 

paper under the name of Mr. Dollar: “ For the appoint- 
ment of a Committee to consider the question of pro- 
fessional fees for services rendered by a member of the 
R.C.V.S., and if considered practical and expedient to 
draw up a scale of fees for the guidance of the pro- 
fession.” 
_ Mr. Dotxar asked for a ruling from the chair whether 
it Was necessary for notice of motion to be given inas- 
much as the proposition did not affect any Bye-law and 
Was not of the nature of a Bye-law. 

The PrEstpent said that the motion could be moved 
at any time. 
Dourar : That was my belief, but I wish to be 
with your presidential permission. Then, sir, 

“ proposition that Ihave to make to the Council is, 
questio, appointment of a Committee to consider the | 
= a of rofessional fees for services rendered by a 
poset rof the R.C.V.S., and if considered practical and 

7” - to draw up a scale of fees for the guidance of 

pasion. I do not think it was necessary for me 
pri at any very great length on the desirability of 
seoleonton’ of accord between various members of the 
special a In regard to the fees that they charge for 
ra laa Starting with the hypothetical position 
into whi — are placed by the bonds and understandings 

We shall we enter as members of the profession that 

nowled hot claim, any one before the other, any special 

» conventie any special skill, bearing in mind in fact 
one to re ion by which we are supposed all to be equal 
defence do not think that any theoretical 
charged for € desirability of rendering uniform the fees 

time T reea particular services is requisite. At the same 

Practica setae that that hypothetical position is not a 

country as 6 lon, and that in different districts in the 

the towns Posed to towns, and in different districts of 
emselves differences in fees will inevi- 


tably result. The reason I bring this motion before you 
is that unfortunately these differences in fees are used by 
other persons and other bodies than the members of our 
own profession for the purpose of unduly lowering the 
remuneration which we may claim, and of rendering our 
sphere as practitioners narrower and narrower. There 
are cases which I daresay come before you all at pretty 
frequent intervals, those of small rural bodies and agri- 
cultural bodies who have need for the services of a 
veterinary surgeon. The usual process in appointing a 
veterinary surgeon is to put up the post for competition, 
and the fees consequently offered are so exceedingly low 
that without some accessory means of income it is im- 
possible for a member of the profession to decently 
subsist. Unfortunately, there are in the profession as 
in all other professions needy members, and some of 
these gentlemen from necessity, feel themselves driven 
to accept such a post. The consequence is that other 
bodies find that this system is attended with a saving to 
their ratepayers and they accordingly adopt it. The 
fees are sensibly lowered, and very grave injury results 
both to the practitioner and the body which he repre- 
se.ts, because, unfortunately, with these low salaries it 
is an impossibility for a practitioner himself to render 
proper service, and he brings odium upon his profession, 
while at the same time by comparison with other mem- 
bers of his profession practising in towns the fees of 
independent members of his profession are lowered. I 
think, however, that were it possible to agree on some 
scale of fees within broad limits it would also be of very 
great value to us in recovering our fees in Courts of Law. 
I may instance that in London for a very long time it 
was usual to allow the sum of one guinea to any vete- 
rinary surgeon who was called in to consult as to the 
state of a horse found down and helpless in the street. 
That, for many years, was the recognised fee ; but some 
economy-loving member of the Legislature discovered 
this fact. He pointed out that the members of the 
medical profession who were called in by the police to 
examine persons at police stations only received half-a- 
guinea, and promptly the head of the police refused to 
pay more than half-a-guinea to any member of the pro- 
fession who was called in under the circumstances I 
have detailed. Hence the profession in London loses 
several hundred pounds a-year at least, and possibly 
some thousands a-year in connection with police cases. 
Then, again, I think that in Law Courts it might be 
possible for us to fall back on the list of fees fixed by 
this College in justification of our claim for higher 
rates. I do not suggest in asking for the appointment 
of this Committee that it is possible to at once fix an 
absolute scale of fees, but I think that were we to me # 
what we consider would be a minimum scale it would 
be of very great value. I think, theretore, that the 
experiment is worth making, and with that idea in view 
I ask you to authorise the appointment of a Committee 
such as I have suggested. 

Professor MacF'apyEaNn: Although I cannot say that 
I by any means agree with all Mr. Dollar has said, in 
order that the feeling of the Council may be tested 
I will second his proposal. I take it that Mr. Dollar 
believed it is pal to draw up a scale of fees which, 
if it received our sanction, might enable a good many 
members of the profession to get better fees than they 
now receive, ne he said that he would allow consider- 
able latitude. by which I suppose he means he would 
only tix the minimum fee and would place no restriction 
on a big fee. But it is quite possible that there sit 
round this Council table some who already get big 
fees, and might not this authorised scale present itsel 
to some of these gentlemen—not including mysel’—as 
a means of reducing their fees? Then I do not think 
I agree with Mr. Dollar with reference to the grievance 
of being paid an insufficient fee when one gives expert 
evidence. I have always held the opinion that expert 
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evidence is the property of the ex rt, and he can wl 
it for whatever figure he likes. I have certainly always 
on that principle and I have never 

ad any difficulty at all. I believe the Courts of Law 
can compel members of learned professions to give evi- 
dence only relating to matters of fact, but experts are 
usually questioned with reference to what I think would 
come under the heading of opinions rather than facts. 
And it is these they want to = from us, and we can 
sell them for just what we think they are worth or 
we can keep them to ourselves. 

Mr. Barrert: If I felt that any good would result 
from the formation of a Committee which could deal 
with the question of fees it would be very desirable that 
such a Committee should be appointed: But I agree 
with Professor MacFadyean. I fail to see how any 
benefit can accrue to us as a body from the institution 
of acertain scale of fees, inasmuch as those who can 
command a higher fee might suffer from having that 
scale put upon them. May I correct a little error which 
my friend, Professor MacFadyean, has fallen into.” An 
“ee who gives evidence in a Court of Law is called in 
reference to expert evidence only, and he is required and 
may be compelled to give an opinion with reference to the 
subject in which he has been trained. An ordinary wit- 
ness, who is not an expert, can refuse to give an opinion 
upon any subject except on a matter of fact, but the 
veterinary surgeon is called in to give a professional 
opinion—an expert opinion—and he is required and may 
be compelled to do that. 

Major-Gen. Sir Frep Frrz-Wycram thought that if 
a scale of fees was fixed it would drive all the work into 
the hands of the professors and take it out of the hands 
of those who were capable of doing the work. He 
thought it would be a piece of dangerous legislation to 
make such a scale of fees. 

Mr. Core: The department to which I belong has a 
scale of fees to which I do not think any member of the 

rofession has any objection. The fact that you can geta 

overnment Department to spend money liberally is, I 
think, a good precedent to go on in making our charges. 
When I tell you that we are spending £20,000 in fees to 
the profession annually, I think that is a strong argu- 
ment why you should attempt to obtain good fees for 
services rendered. 

Professor Epgar : I beg to support the appointment 
of this Committee in order that some attempt may be 
made to deal with the question which is of material 
importance to us all, and involves not only the veterinary 
profession but all other-professions. It is a most extra- 
ordinary position that we who aspire to be a profession 
cannot be governed by laws which govern other educated 

rofessions. While it is impossible, undoubtedly, 

or us to fix any scale, or unnecessary for us to fix any 
scale in the upward direction, some reasonable fee 
might be fixed at which it would be considered re- 
spectable to attend. I can mention a case where a 
gentleman who has the distinction of being a member 
of this College undertakes the attendance of five horses 
at a distance of two miles from his residence for 1s. 8d. 
a-week. If that is not calculated to depreciate the pro- 
fession in the eyes of the public, what is? If the vete- 
rinary profession, increasing as it is in numbers, submits 
to the unfair degradation of its fees which is going on, 
instead of being raised in public estimation it will be 

_ wt. MULVEY: In the event of a resolution of this 
—. being carried has this Council any power to enforce 
i 


The Prestpent : I should say certainly not. 


r. Mutvey : Through you, sir, I should Ii 
the solicitor that. ugh you, sir, I should like to ask 


Mr. Dotxiar: It is quite evident, sir, that Mr. Mul- 


stipulated that I did not anticipate that any such step 
would be taken, and I knew that the Council had no 
such power. 

Mr. Stmpson : The same thing occurred to me. Sup- 
posing we appoint this Committee and the Committee 
reports in favour of adopting such a scheme as is sug- 
gested by Mr. Dollar, have we any power to enforce it, 
and if we have no power to enforce it what is the use of 
drawing up these rules for the guidance of the profession. 
If any member of the profession says—“I care not for 
your scale of charges—I shall charge exactly what [ 
like.” What are you going to do with him afterwards! 
You can do nothing. You cannot impose a penalty 
without an Act, unless you like to call it “Conduct dis- 
graceful in a professional respect.” And I venture to 
say that any man who is removed from the Register 
for charging the public low prices for his services 
would appeal to the Privy Council, and do you think 
the Privy Council would uphold your decision with 
regard to that man? I think not. With regard to the 
fees, take a humble member of the profession like myself, 
is it to be supposed that if I am awarded as an ordinary 
member of the profession half-a-guinea for some special 
service that my friends, Professor MacFadyean and Pro- 


, fessor Pemberthy have to be dragged down to my level 


and only charge the same half-guinea. It would be ex- 
tremely hard on those gentlemen. and it would not debar 
them from making thei: demand for higher fees than 
those of the ordinary practitioner. Supposing a gentle- 
man in the eminent position I have told you demanded 
a ten-guinea fee where perhaps I would only ask half-a- 
guinea, and supposing that gentleman took that case 
into court do you mean to tell me that the defending 
Counsel would not point to our schedule of charges 
and say, “There is the schedule of charges approved by 
your Council.” Then, again, look further, wit regard to 
the enormous work that would be involved in drawin 
out this schedule. If it were a practical matter I woul 
support it, because I am fond of high fees and try to 
get them, and I always get as high a fee as I can. _ But 
think it would be simply beating the air to appoint a 
Committee to go into a matter of this kind. I give Mr. 
Dollar credit for good intentions, and I sympathise with 
him and I only wish that such a thing were practicable. 
Mr. Dotuar: The point, I think, which was princl- 
pally made against this suggestion is that it would drag 
down the fees of eminent practitioners who are now get- 
ting ten guineas in consultation, and for the examination 
of horses and so forth. I think the best reply to that is 
to put to you the instance of a learned Q.C. who, in 
spite of his printed scale of fees, receives anything ~ 
twice or thrice or five times as much as that printed scale 
without any detriment. 
Mr. Barrett: No, no. (Laughter.) 
Mr. Doar : If that is the case then, sir, I think - 
of the main pvuints of the case has disappeared. + e 
point has been that in the event of this committe me 
appointed, and in the event of a proper form being oe 
up, how are we to enforce the demand for such charg a 
I have never suggested that this Council should mar 4 
a cast iron scale of fees and make every member bl a 
profession abide by it. That is manifestly — 
and not intended by my resolution. I have place ii - 
a number of safeguards in front of any such pi ral 
and what I suggest is that we should come to ‘ reed 
agreement as to the lowest fees which a pro “4 ad 
man ought under certain circumstances to —_ : 
that we should leave it to the normal aoe 4 rx 
societies and of this Council to enforce that sca es pale 
not believe for a moment that the drawing up 0 oof 
like this would influence the income of flue 
but it might influence, and I believe would ! 


rer 
very materially the incomes of those of our bet nd 


vey is misleading the Council as to my intention. I 
ve never made any such suggestion. if have expressly 


brethren who are struggling to make a decent 1nc0 
to make both ends meet. 
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Onthe resolution being put it was lost. 
The PrestpDENT : [t will not sit. (Laughter.) 


Norices oF Morion. 


The following notices of motion were given : 

By Prof. Dewar: “That bye-law 52 be altered and, 
asaltered, be as follows : Students who enter the veter- 
inary schools shall, prior to their first professional exam- 
ination by the R.C.V.S., produce a certificate which 
would have entitled the holder to be registered as a 
medical student on the 30th of June, 1896, and a certifi- 
cate of having passed an examination equivalent to an 
examination the certificate of which would have been 
accepted, they shall be accepted until this bye-law is 
altered or rejected.” 

By Mr. ELtpuicx.—“ To alter bye-law 7, line 4, to erase 
the word ‘president’ and to substitute the word 
‘Council, and to add the following words: ‘At the 
quarterly meeting held in July of each year,’ and that 
the bye-laws shall read as follows: ‘In addition to such 
meeting four meetings at the least of Council shall be 
holden during each year in the month of July, October, 
January, and April, and on such days and times in those 
months as the Council shall appoint at the quarterly 
meeting held in July in each year.” 

By Mr. Wartnasy.—“ To alter examination C, clause 
2,to read as follows: Materia medica, practical phar- 
macy, therapeutics and toxicology, written (two hours), 
oral (30 minutes). At the oral examination two students 
shall present themselves at the same time and be exam- 
ined 15 minutes by each examiner.” 

Mr. Etpuick asked the President if he could under- 
take not to call the next Council meeting until the 26th 
of April, as by that time many of the notices of motion 
would have been suspended for the period required of 
three months. 

The PRESIDENT said it could not be done. 


SPECIAL MEETING. 


At the conclusion of the ordinary meeting the Council 
resolved itself into a special meeting for the purpose of 
wuaesring, and, if deemed necessary, passing certain 
fn at which notice had been given. The Presi- 
7 nt occupied the chair, and all the members present at 

he ordinary meeting were in attendance, with the addi- 
tion of Mr. Villar. ; 


minutes of the last special meeting were con- 


ADVERTISING. 


Pr La following motion was moved by Prof. Penberthy : 
a vertising by veterinary surgeons, or causing or 
va aa other persons to advertise for them, whether 
e publi vertisement or by editorial or other notice in 
0 be di A wary or distributing or causing or permitting 
ir fee ributed circulars, books, or cards relating to 
i, wm pa attainments or abilities or charges, or 
a vii medicines or appliances prepared or sold by 
respect a to conduct disgraceful in a professional 
Surgeons the meaning of section 6 of the Veterinary 
tai sa 1881.” He said: This alteration was 
formal ae solicitor, and my proposing it is merely a 
ete inserted r, imay mention that certain matters are 
deal With so In order that we may be able better to 
Suppress a "ki individuals who evade all our efforts to 
extremely difiens of advertising which it would be 
now reads Me t to Suppress under bye-law 113 as it 
no doubt, as h r. Thatcher will be able to tell you, I have 
ill include tho drafted the amended bye-law, that this 
means, — gentlemen in our powers, and will be 
advertising th hope, of the methods of 
alteration wi} at_we dislike. [ am not sure that this 
ate Very wel] Pe us full powers, or that the powers 
ined ; but Mr. Thatcher has oly more 


experience in this matter than anybody else could possi- 
bly have had. He has been connected with the matter 
from its initiation, and I am bound to say that I 
thoroughly depend on his using the proper expressions to 
secure what is desirable. Iam the nominal proposer of 
what I regard as a Government measure. 

Mr. FRASER seconded the motion. He said those of 
us who have worked on the Registration Committee 
have often felt very disappointed at the way members 
can escape us in advertising ina manner which is con- 
duct disgraceful in a professional respect. There is one 
clause here which I do not quite onsen or if I do 
understand it, I do not know how it is to be enforced. 
It says “by paid advertisement or by editorial.” How 
you are to find that the editorial remarks of the editor of 
a paper amount to advertising I can hardly tell. He is 
a free agent, and if he likes to pass any remarks on a 
veterinary surgeon living in the neighbourhood, it is be- 

ond the power of the Council to control his action. 
erhaps Mr. Thatcher will tell us what was in his mind 
when he inserted that clause. 

Mr. Triccer : I am entirely in accord with the re- 
solution of Professor Penberthy, if he would expunge one 
or two words, and I think I can give a reason why they 
must be expunged. For instance, let us imagine that an 
outbreak of disease takes place among a herd of valuable 
cattle in the country, which, naturally, is found to be a 
matter of interest in that part. Perhaps the editor of a 
paper in making his comments on the matter informs 
the public that Professor Penberthy, we will say, has 
been down into that part of the country making inves- 
tigations into the outbreak of the disease. Then in my 
view Professor Penberthy, according to this bye-law, is 
most undoubtedly advertising by editorial I am 
entirely in accord with the spirit of this resolution, but I 
think you cannot control such matters as I have just 
suggested, and if Professor Penberthy will leave out the 
words “or other notice in the public press” I think the 
motion will be carried by this Council without any diffi- 
culty at all. Expunge the words “by editorial or other 
notice in the public press.” Would Mr. Thatcher tell us 
his reason for putting it in ? 

Mr. G. THatcHER (Solicitor): Of course, gentlemen, 
I can say at once that it does admit of a very wide 
meaning indeed, and if I find the sense of the meeting is 
against it I shall ask Prof. Penberthy to consent to its 
being deleted. But before that is done | should like you 
to hear my reason for asking tor those words. I do not 
want to allude to particular cases, but it will be within 
the knowledge of every member of the Registration Com- 
mittee who has been present at the meetings of that 
Committee, that we ran a certain number of cases 
before us of what I will call the worst form of adver- 
tising. It is amore insidious form and one that appeals 
more directly to the general public than any advertise- 
ment which is paid for in the public press, or in glaring 
announcements on the wall. Pallude to this, that there 
are certain journals which have under the words “ veteri- 
nary replies,” or “kennel treatment,” or anything you 
like, the names of gentlemen to whom people are re- 
ferred, the amount of their fees, and generally a sort of 
commendation. Every now and then there is a little 
editorial, saying what a very nice man and good pro- 
fessional man this particular veterinary surgeon 1s. 
Whether the editor or proprietor of the paper gets any- 
thing out of it I do not know, and I won’t enquire ; but 
I ask you, gentlemen, what other —— is there that 
dare do any such thing as that? hat medical man, in 
any — you like to take, is allowed to have his name 
put before us? What barrister can doit? What solici- 
tor can do it? and what would the Incorporated Law 
Society say to him if he did? They would say to him, 
“Did this very kind editor think you were such a nice 
fellow that he went out of his way to say something 
about you”? They would say, “If this thing occurs 
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again you will go off the Rolls.” That is what they 
would say toa solicitor. The veterinary profession at 
the present moment is the only profession in which 
such a thing as this could occur. Of course, it may be 
said, “‘Oh! the veterinary surgeon may not know any- 
thing about it.” Well, we are most of us men of the 
world, and we know that these things do not get in 
without men knowing something about it. It is hardly 
likely that the editor would be sucha dreadful enemy as 
to put a man’s name in knowing that it would get him 
into trouble. You will notice in the bye-law there is 
the word “permitting.” The word “causing” of course 
is an active word ; the word “ permitting” is a passive 
one ; but the thing is the same. The reasun I put in 
the word “ permitting” was this, that it would be very 
difficult in any case to prove that the man caused it to 
be done, but after it had occurred once or twice, the 
rmission would prove itself, and that is my reason 
or using those words. Of course I put myself entirely 
in the hands of the Council, and the mover of this reso- 
lution. You have heard what I had to say, and you 
must be the best judges of your own affairs. 

Prof. PENBERTHY: I take it that every case will still 
be tried on its own merits. 

Mr. THATCHER : Oh, certainly, on its own merits. 

Mr. DottaRr: We have just been told that whether 
this resolution is passed, or whether it is not passed, 
every question will as heretofore be tried on its merits. 
Now on the face of it, if that is to be the case, I fail to 
see why weshould pass a special resolution. But—and 
the point is an important one—I am afraid that I do 
not accept the word “permitted” in the same sense 
which Mr. Thatcher appears to desire that we should 
accept it. We have Pi least one case similar to that 
mentioned by Mr. Thatcher, and we have been advised 
by him that we had no powers. We made enquiries of 
the editor, and he told us that he was responsible for the 
statement appearing, and thereupon we came to a dead- 
lock. Now, if under previous circumstances we had no 
powers, and if all cases will continue to be tried on their 
merits in spite of this new resolution, we shall not add 
to the powers we already have by passing this bye-law 
(“Yes”). All the powers that we have are comprised 
under the section in our Charter which permits us to 
strike off the rolls the member of the profession who is 
convicted of conduct disgraceful to him in a professional 
respect. We shall therefore as before continue to try 
these cases under that clause ; and after all, the question 
will not be whether an editorial has appeared in a paper 
praising a certain gentleman, or whether it has not ; the 
question will be whether the gentleman has been guilty 
of conduct disgraceful to him in a professional respect. 
The consequence of that is that we shall be obliged to 
prove that each individual has given his explicit consent 
to the appearance of this editorial, or has caused it to 
appear, or has allowed it to appear. Mr. Thatcher 
shakes his head. I am open to correction if I am 
mis-quoting him. Do you suggest it is a matter of assent 
and not of consent ? 

Mr. THATCHER : No. 

Mr. Doxxar : It is of assent and consent. 

Mr. THatcuer : That is what I want it to be. 

Mr. DotLar: That is your point ? 

Mr. THATCHER: Yes, 

Mr. Dotiar : Very well, I will accept that as bein 
the point, and I will merely point out that we shal 
have to prove this assent, and if we can prove it we shall 
not be in any way assisted by the bye-law. It seems to 
me that we are going to be led on into some exceedingly 
dangerous legal proceedings, which will leave us in the 
penn of having to preve what an editor of a paper 

as already expressly and explicitly disavowed. 

Mr. WartNaBy: [ quite agree with what has fallen 
from Mr. Thatcher. I think it is high time that some- 


thing of this kind was brought forward. I believe first 
of all it will be of advantage in being a warning to these 
men, and secondly, it will stop them. These men are 
men who are cornered: they do not know how to 
advertise and now they have taken a form which has 
been brought before us, and which has just about the 
same amount of difference as exists between acting a lie 
and telling one. 

Mr. Srwpson: As Chairman of the Registration Con- 
mittee I ask this Council to adopt this resolution of 
Professor Penberthy. To those who regularly attend 
the meetings of the Registration Committee I need not 
appeal. They know as well as 1 do the position in 
which the Registration Committee has been placed at 
every one of its meetings, not by one case, but perhaps 
bya dozen cases in which we are absolutely powerless, 
Now, gentlemen of the Council, if you desire the 
Registration Committee to do the work of Council as it 
ought to be done,and if you desire us to protect the 
profession generaily from sign-advertisements, you will 
support this proposition to-day. Ido not wish to com- 
ment at any length upon it, but I do think the word 
“permitting” has been overlooked by some of those 
gentlemen who have spoken. The word “ permitting” 
makes all the difference. The word “ editorial” struck 
Mr. Trigger, but there must be proof that a man is per- 
mitting the editorial or that he is permitting the other 
notices. Noone, I admit, no Registration Committee, 
and no Council, would attempt to deal with a man 
who had been favourably spoken of under the circum 
stances that Mr. Trigger has mentioned (Hear, hear). 
and that is why I think Mr. Thatcher says that every 
case will be dealt with upon its merits. ; 

Prof. Epcar asked the solicitor whether other notices 
would in his judgment include interviewing ; 

Mr. THATCHER said it would certainly include public 
interviewing. 

Prof. EpGar said a most glaring interview had 
occurred in a certain paper, in which a most eminent 
practitioner under the pretence of giving his opinion on 
shoeing pads, narrates a case that was brought to hs 
surgery, which another man had diagnosed as being 
lame in the shoulder, whereas he found it was lame 10 
the knee, and treated it and cured it. Would it include 
such a thing as that ? 

Mr. THATCHER: Yes. ; 

Prof. EpGar: Then I support this proposition asa whole, 
with the hope that Prof. Penberthy will allow two 
words to be put in, that is, after the words “in the 
public press,” etc., insert the words “ notice boards, for 
we cannot discriminate between the forms of cellulose 8 
man may use, whether it can be paper or wood, and We 
cannot discriminate between printer’s ink and = 
A man may with impunity plaster up boards with pain 
and leave them there year after year. 

Mr. ‘'r1GGER . I rise to a point of order. I do not . 
Professor Penberthy can do anything to this motion a 
the present moment. 

Prof. Epear : I only wish to point out that dtu 
which is becoming. most glaring and is a more 
ful method of advertising than advertising in the a 
papers. A man who can deliberately do that wa 
dealing with, and will have to be dealt with. f the 

Mr. Triccer: After Mr. Thatcher's explanation the 
word “editorial,” I am quite prepared to accep 
resolution as it stands. he Solici- 

Mr. Dottar: The question I shall put to ve ssn 
tor is, what powers have we, as a Council, to 10N) 
member of the profession to take proces is 
the editor of a paper who voluntarily and © cerning 
free will repeatedly inserts laudatory remarks con 
that member of the profession ? 

Mr. Tuatcuer: We have none, but we S 
that case, I think, what we did the other day 
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advertisements, where the gentleman shewed us that it 
was not done by any act of his, and we accepted his dis- 
claimer; that will be the case here. 

Prof. PENBERTHY: I will not occupy the time of the 
Council in trying to refute any of the very powerful 
arguments which have been brought forward against me. 
Isay, in commending the resolution to your notice, that 
I think its educational effect will be very great. We 
shall not require any further powers, but we shall indi- 
cate to the profession by passing this, just the lines on 
which we are proceeding. We shall indicate a very 
glaring, serious, and disgusting method of advertising, 
and I really hope it will have the effect of suppress- 
ing it. 

The resolution was then put to the meeting and 
carried. 

VETERINARY OFFICER OF HEALTH DEGREE. 


Prof. W. O. W1rLLIAMs moved: “That powers be ob- 
tained by the Council of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary surgeons to grant an additional degree to members 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, to be 
known as that of “ Veterinary Officer of Health” degree; 
that this degree be granted to members of the Royal 
Collegeof Veterinary Surgeons only, and after passing 
an examination in the following subjects: The working 
of the various Acts of Parliament which refer to matters 
appertaining to veterinary hygiene ; the recognition of 
contagious and infectious diseases of the lower animals, 
and particularly those transmissible to man; meat 
inspection, sanitation, chemical and microscopical exami- 
nation of waters, soils, atmospheres, secretions, excre- 
tions, discharges, fluids and solids of the body, also of 
plant and other matters which may purposely or in- 
advertently be introduced into the animal body.” He 
said, in bringing forward this notice of motion, I have 
done it because 1 think that the profession have for a 
long time desired to have some additional degree to 
MRC.V.S. As a matter of fact M.R.C V.S. simply 
means that one is qualified to practice the art and 
Science of veterinary medicine and veterinary surgery. 
z does not indicate the subjects that the student has 
earned while at college, and it does not give him any 
qualification for his knowledge. As a matter of fact the 
general public look upon a veterinary surgeon simply as 
a orse and cow and dog doctor, and not as one who is 
otvalue in preventive medicine. I may state that for 
indy years it has been the endeavour of different 
Individuals to obtain an additional degree. Some 30 
years ago Edinburgh University agreed to grant a 
oat qualification to veterinary surgeons, but on 
—— was discovered that the University had no 
power, and it A number of veterinary 
adit so then have endeavoured to obtain an 

oe degree and they have not been successful. 
re to me that there are a great number of offices 
offices *ppertain to the veterinary profession and_which 
first of all hot given to veterinary surgeons. 4 refer 
county eo to meat inspectorships. The general view of 
a councils and local authorities is that if they want 
retired fy — they should grant the appointment to a 

Me Ta er. That is their natural feeling. 
don’t know whe This would mean a new charter, and I 

We eer Professor Williams realizes that. 

yal Colle WituraMs : In all probability the 
chatter in ¢ he Veterinary Surgeons will require a new 

ring the mothe. = with other affairs than this, and I 

il agree apr orward in the hope that the Council 

expectati the principle I bring forward. I have 
lon that the Council will instruct the 

ly fora charter solely for obtaining powers 
hen wile : but as I am aware that in all pro- 
is forward : a powers for other things, I bring 
things in con that it may be included with those other 
nnection with the charter. I might point out 


| 
| that on the continent the profession is taken much more 


notice of by the authorities than the profession is taken 
notice of by the authorities athome. Therearesuch things 
as State Veterinary Departments abroad, but there are 
no such things here. I may mention that in connection 
with the Public Health (Scotland) Act, if it had not 
been for the efforts of this Council, in all probability a 
veterinary surgeon would not have had any recognition 
whatever, and from what I learn in connection with 
Bills before Parliament at present, endeavours are being 
made to exclude the veterinary surgeon from a great 
number of duties that are really his. I anticipate that 
in all probability there will be a great amount of vete- 
rinary work to do in connection with tuberculosis in 
cattle. I know as a fact that many local authorities are 
proceeding at the present moment to take steps for the 
protection of the public from tubercular animals. Some 
of the duties which really ought to be given to veterinary 
surgeons now are about to be given to Medical Officers 
of Health. I ask the Council to consider this motion of 
mine and refer it perhaps to a committee to see if it be 
possible to obtain such powers. 

Mr. Cope: Do I understand that we have no powers 
to confer any degree of this description ? 

The PRESIDENT: Our solicitor informs me so. 

Professor W. O. WitiraMs: I am applying for the 
powers. 

Mr. Core: I rise to second the motion. I am quite 
persuaded in my own mind that if some steps could be 
taken it would be of great advantage to the public, 
especially the agricultural public, and also to the vete- 
rinary profession. Situated as I am, as you know, at 
the Central Department, I am made aware of the fact 
that the profession at the present moment is less em- 
ployed in connection with the contagious diseases than 
they were formerly. Unfortunately, in one respect, we 
have eradicated most of the diseases, and that has given 
a tendency on the part of the local authorities to object 
to continue to employ members of the profession as 
inspectors ; and we are constantly fighting them to try 
and insist on their keeping the inspection of their mar- 
kets going in particular districts about the country. 
But their answer is that there is no disease, and there- 
fore why should they keep the inspector. Now it seems 
to me that as that part of our avocation has gone it 
would be a very desirable thing in all our interests that 
we should pay attention, not so much to the livin 
animal as to the dead animal, the carcase and the offal. 
There are large markets about the country which have 
abattoirs attached to them, more particularly in London, 
and the number of animals slaughtered is immense. 
There are also a large number of slaughter-houses in 
London and other towns, and the inspection of offal is 
of such a perfunctory character, that I have been 
told that the liver and lungs of animals affected by 

arasitic diseases find their way into the butchers’ shops. 

t seems to me that we should endeavour, if we possibly 
can, to take upon ourselves that duty which the medical 
officer at the present moment almost invariably monopo- 
lizes. I venture to say that a medical officer is not a 
fitting man for this occupation. There are very few 
medical men who can tell the lungs of a pig from the 
lungs of a sheep, and they certainly can hardly diffe- 
rentiate between any cf the organs of the different 
classes of animals, as to what animals they have come 
from, and they are not as a body competent to judge 
the nature of the diseases affecting them. At the pre- 
sent moment, as Professor Williams has stated, there is 
a powerful movement proceeding for the purpose of ob- 
taining powers for the inspection of cows in cow-sheds, 
for determining the condition of the udders of those 
cows, and for deciding as to whether the milk from those 
cows should be used or not ; and only in a few instances 


has the veterinary surgeon been entrusted with that 
duty. It has always been in favour of seeking powers 
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for a Medical Officer of Health, or other inspector. to 
examine cows, to decide as to whether they are fit sub- 


jects for the milk to be sold from, I think myself there 


is a large field for the profession in this direction, and I 
should certainly advocate any measures which could be 
taken which should bring us to the front in this direc- 
tion. But, above all, before anything is done, I am con- 
vinced that we should never attain any success unless 
the men pass an examination of an eminently practical 
nature. We have men educated to handling cde and 
know what the condition of the udder is when they 
examine it. This duty should not be left to the medical 
men, but to our profession, and I consider there is a great 
field before us in this direction, more particularly in 
connection with the inspection, not so much of meat as 
of offal. I shall be very pleased if the Council take 
steps to carry out the suggestion of my friend. 

Mr. Wraae : I quite agree with what has fallen from 
both the mcver and seconder of this resolution, but it 
appears to me that it would be impossible to do anything 
in this matter in this Council to-day, and therefore I 
beg to move that it be referred to the Raloclouincy 
Committee. 

Prof. M’FapyEANn: I think we must all credit Prof. 
Williams and Mr. Cope with the very best intentions, 
but I can hardly imagine anything that is calculated to 
do the veterinary profession more harm than the dis- 
cussion which has already taken place on this subject, 
and the assertions and the admissions that have been 
made. It all amounts to this, that the diploma which 
we at present grant is not a guarantee that the veterin- 
ary surgeon is at present fitted to undertake veterinary 
duties, including the inspection of meat and animals, 
whether alive or dead, and that the training on which 
that diploma has been granted is inadequate. I listened 
with amazement to Mr. Cope’s assertion—his expression 
of a desire rather—that this new examination should be 
an eminently practical one, one that would fit a man to 
go in and examine cows’ udders and things of that sort. 

oes Mr. Cope mean to assert that our examinations as 
at present conducted are not of that nature? I would 
invite the Council to consider for a moment what would 
be the practical effect of this? Illustrations have been 
given of instances—instances have been mentioned in 
which at the present time medical men are doing what 
we contend are veterinary duties. But is that because 
those who a them suppose that the ordinary 
holders of the membership diploma had not superior 
knowledge to the medical men who were appointed ? 
Take for example the case in Edinburgh? ‘he Edin- 
burgh Corporation, I believe, has appointed a medical 
man as its sanitary inspector and part of his duties, I 
am given to understand, includes the inspection of live 
animals and dead meat. But will Professor Williams 
assure us that the Edinburgh Corporation would not 
have appointed this gentleman if hon had been com- 
peting somebody with an additional fancy veterinary 
degree, calling himself a veterinary ofticer of health? T 
venture to assert that although there had been ten such 
candidates in this instance they would have appointed 
this medical man. Prof. Williams urges as one reason 
why we should institute a new degree, that the present 
one does not convey to the public an intimation that the 
holder of it has had a special training in veterinary 
science in all its branches. No more will the new one, 
unless the new title is something different than veterin- 
ary officer of health. Does Prof. Williams want it to go 
out to the public that our present examinations are not 
a sufficient test of the student’s knowledge of veterinary 
hygiene and of the recognition of contagious and infec- 
tious diseases? I maintain in the first place that they 
are a sufficient test, and if anybody denies that they are 
then my second point is, that they must be made so! 
that is to say, our membership diploma must be a certifi- 
cate that the holder of it is entitled to undertake any 


veterinary office. What appears to me would probably 
be the almost immediate effect of that, would be this, 
that it would disqualify every candidate for appoint. 
ments on the County Councils and Local Authorities 
who did not possess the new degree. No doubt a know. 
ledge of chemical and microscopical examination of 
water is not an unuseful thing ; but the question is 
whether ten years’ experience in country practice is not 
of fully as much value as that to the man who is to in- 
spect animals with reference to contagious diseases, 
There are many men who, in my opinion, would make 
the very best officers for. administering the Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Act, who would probably never be 
able to obtain this degree, and they would therefore be 
disqualified. I repeat that our membership diploma isa 
certificate that the holder of it is entitled to undertake 
any veterinary office, and if itis not, then we must make 
it so. I have still another point to make, and that 1s 
that a small profession such as ours does not need three 
degrees. We have already got a high degree in the 
Fellowship. Most certainly if we instituted a new degree 
it would kill the Fellowship degree. 

Prof. PENBERTHY: I should lke to have just one 
word to say about this, and that is to establish our own 
position and to disabuse the minds of any of the public 
who may happen to read the report of this meeting. We 
must be very careful, and I am very glad that Professor 
M’Fadyean has spoken so strongly on the point, to in- 
sist upon the fact that we use every means at our dis- 
posal to insure the capacity of our graduates that they 
can examine offal. 

Prof. Dewar : I hope that the profession in England 
will assert itself rather better than it has been doing in 
the past. Iam glad to say with regard to the new Pub- 
lic Health Bill which came into force in Scotland quite 
recently, that although as Prof. M’Fadyean has said, a 
medical man hes the superintendance of the dairies, he 
has no power to examine living animals, unless he 1s 
accompanied by a veterinary surgeon. 

Mr. Locke: It is the same in Manchester. ; 

Prof. Dewar: He has a veterinary surgeon at his 
disposal for this purpose. His power with regard to 
living animals is simply nl. I would like to say wit 
regard to the diploma for Public. Health that I have 
not the least'hesitation in saying that our students 10 
Edinburgh are far better educated with regard to the 
examination of meat and offal than the Medical Officer 
of Health. : 

Prof. W. O. WritraMs : I should simply like to state 
in reply to Professor M’Fadyean—-and [ shall be plea 
if the shorthand writer would not take a note of this— 
(no note of the opening remarks of Prof. William's spee¢ 
was therefore taken by the shorthand writer 
reporters. ) hat it 

Prof. WILLIAMS continued : It has been stated t i ‘] 
is superfluous to apply for an additional degree. Mes ite 
men apply, they not only take out their medical quall 
cation, but they take out their “ D.P.H.” Teall 

Prof. M’FapypeaN : I rise to a point of order. 8 
this to come under the ban of not being reported | | hI 

Prof. W. O. : Just that portion 
indicated. 

Prof. M’Fapyean : I want to ask if any of Us “4 say 
liberty to make a statement across the table, oe 
“T don’t want this reported?” I want to wider it a 
point that that ought to be reported. i ome —_ 
most serious aspersion, and a most un warrante dimake 
and I Prof. Williams wou 
it if it were to be reported. aia self 

Mr. Asson: I to ask Prof. Williams 
whether he has come to the conclusion that we I of us 
around this table—and the majority of us, fified for 15 
with one or two exceptions, have been ante of reading 


years—whether he considers we are capa 
any work on hygiene. 
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Prof. W. O. Witt1aMs: No sir. I made a statement 
that these subjects I referred to are not included in the 
examination for the diplomas. __ 

Prof. M’FapygAN: Will you kindly sir reply to my 

int of order. 

The PrEsIDENT : I certainly must decide that what- 
ever Prof. Williams says should be taken down, but that 
part of his speech the Council will probably agree with 
me had better be left out—the small portion which he 
started with. 

Prof. W. O. WittraMs : [ simply desired it to be left 
out because Prof. Penberthy thought there was great 
harm going to be done to the profession by the world 
knowing the truth. 

Prof. PENBERTHY : I beg toask fora personal explana- 
tion. I expressed no fear at the public knowing the 
truth. I wish the public to know the truth. 

Mr. Locke: They do know it. 

Prof. PENBERTHY : They do know it. I do not wish 
the suppression of any truth. It is a false statement to 
say that I objected to the truth being made public. 

Mr. Apson: I think myself the fore part of Prof. 
Williams’ speech had better be suppressed. 

Prof. M’FapyEAN : I solemnly protest as a matter of 
precedent to any gentleman being allowed at this table 
to suppress a part of a speech which he wishes to 

he PrestpENT: The shorthand writer has not got 
the note, and it is not a precedent. It has been done 
before when [ was not in the chair, and I allow it. The 
shorthand writer has gone on with the speech since. 

Prof. M’FapyeEan: [ shall bring it up again. 

Prof. W. O. Wint1ams: I have nothing more to say 
a that the reference made by Prof. McFadyean to 
the Chief Veterinary Inspector of Edinburgh has been 
corrected by Prof. Dewar. He is accompanied by a 
veterinary surgeon when he goes to see about affairs in 
which a veterinary surgeon’s advice is needed. He is 
also accompanied by a scavenger when he is going to see 
about cleaning out a dust-bin and so on. He has his own 
officials for the different departments. 

a resolution was then put and lost, only three vot- 
or it. 


ELections to CouNCcIL. 


The last motion of the agenda was the following 
pew by Mr. Dollar : “That votes in election to Coun- 
cl shall be counted by a firm of accountants or other 
or to be nominated by the Coun- 
mull € said: The first point I wish to direct the 
: ntion of the Council to is that the authority of this 
f — depends on its reputation for impartiality, and 
at if any suspicion attached to any action of the 

npn or of its members as opposed to the members of 
the authority of the Council must cer- 
; mad a. The custom of other bodies is directly 
= to ourown. It has been our custom in the 
member to the Council to have the votes counted by 
elections . the profession. In the case of Parliamentary 
of paid < € votes are most carefully counted by a staff 

The ¢ . _ whose action is supervised most carefully. 

4 bra to school boards, to municipal boards, 
in like m ouncils, and all similar bodies are conducted 
tainly iny ili, r. Any tampering with papers would cer- 
very heayio. ate any such election and would bring the 
those nm pains and penalties on the shoulders of 
thing. Tp . Who were adjudged to have done any such 

ready sh connection with our own elections I have 
re own that we adopt an absolutely peculiar pro- 

With w aT which 18 not imitated by any other body 
of the Ro toe acquainted. It is not similar to that 
Physicia; yal College of an ge or Royal College of 
Which the wie of the General Medical Council, in all of 

®ctions are conducted either by ballot, or on 


the same system as that adopted in Parliament. It may 
seem to you a light thing to say that our system of 
counting votes is an extraordinary thing, and one that 
ought to be altered, but perhaps iL may be able to bring 
the anomaly more clearly to your minds and to place the 
truth in more brilliant colours before you if I give you 
an instance. Under the ruling which our solicitor gave 
six months ago it was shown that there was no legal 
impediment to my numinating at the next election two 
three, or ten candidates, and at the election which ensued 
oF attending and soeaing the votes of those men 
whom I had nominated myself. I say that that was the 
effect of the ruling of our legal adviser. Imagine for 
one moment what the feeling of the members of the 
profession must be, those gentlemen whv may at the 
next election become candidates fur seats at this honour- 
able table—when they learn that there is actually no 
legal impediment to such events «s that occurring. 
What would be the feeling of the profession at the time 
of the charter, say, had Mr. Hunting, who took a 
prominent part in advocating the charter, nominated the 
ten or eleven candidates who were at the next ensuin 
election to be elected, and that afterwards in his judicia 
position as president conferred powers upon himself, or 
conferred powers upon any of his fellow councilmen to 
count the votes of Mr. Hunting and his own nominees ? It 
has been suggested, and I have even heard it to-day that 
this with me is a personal question. I deny with all the 
power in my control that it is such a question. It is not 
a personal question, and I am only surprised at gentle- 
men here who hold so high a position allowing them- 
selves to be led away from the consideration of a great 
and ett question, a question affecting their hon- 
our and their integrity of the highest degree ; a question 
affecting the most elementary rules of justice as regards 
the election of candidates to Council, by the suggestion 
that I am actuated by a personal motive. My sole de- 
sire in bringing this motion before you is to remove 
what I consider is a monstrous anomaly in our bye-laws 
and in our legal position. If gentlemen prefer to con- 
sider that in so doing I am actuated by a personal 
motive and that I am attacking anyone here, then, doubt- 
less, they will vote against me and the motion will be 
lost. But if the members present look at the = in 
the light in which I endeavour view it, if o- will con- 
sider the interests that are at stake they will consider 
their own honour, and if they will consider the first 
principles of firmness and justice, then I believe that the 
motion will be carried. If it be suggested that the ex- 
nae will be excessive, permit me to say that one of the 
ighest firms of the City of London will be quite pre- 
Moh oo these votes for the jsum of five guineas. 
Oo ! ” 

The PrestpEnt : If there is no seconder this motion 
falls to the ground. 

(There being no seconder the motion dropped.) 

Mr. Dotar : Then, sir, I beg to give notice that at the 
next meeting of Council proper for the purpose it is my 
intention to move : “ That no person who is nominated 
a candidate for election to Council shall act as a scruti- 
neer for the counting of votes at the next ensuing elec- 
tion of members of Council.” 

Mr. Fraser: I beg to propose that the best thanks 
of the Council be given to the President for his conduct 
in the chair to-day. 

Mr. Stmpson : I second that motion, and congratulate 
him heartily on the splendid way in which we have got 
through the work. 

(The resolution was carried.) 

The PrEsIDENT : Thank you gentlemen. 

The meeting then terminated. 


| 
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ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE V.M.A. 


The 266th ordinary general meeting was held on Fri- 
day, 27th January, 1899, at 6.30 p.m. Mr. Elphick 
occupied the chair. There were present Mr. H. A. 
Woodruff, M.R.C.V.S., 43 members, and one visitor (Mr. 
T. Wolsey, M.R.C.V.S.) 

Mr. PoxEs read an essay upon “ The Breeding, Points, 
and Management of Shire Horses,” giving a very lucid 
description of the details connected with this subject, and 
receiving marked attention from his audience. 

An able criticism by Mr. McIlvenna on Mr. Rix’s 
essay on “Glanders” read before the Association at its 
previous meeting, then followed. Mr. Rix having re- 
plied, the discussion became general, and was vigorously 
sustained by the following gentlemen: Messrs. Wood- 
ruff, Roberts, Elphick, Jethige, Robb and Still. 

Votes of thanks to Mr. Rix and the Chairman, termina- 


ted the proceedings. 
J. M. Tate, Asszst. Sec. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


A NOTABLE MILK PROSECUTION. 


At the Sunderland Police Court, on Tuesday, Mr. 
James M’Laren, Offerton Hall Farm, was summoned at 
the instance of the Corporation Health Department, for 
an offence under the Food and Drugs Act, by selling 
milk from which fat had been abstracted. 

The Town Clerk, in opening the case, said that Mr. 
M’Laren was charged with having, on the 14th Decem- 
ber, unlawfully sold to the Sunderland Equitable Indus- 
trial Society an article of food, viz., milk, from which 
37°46 per cent. of fat had been abstracted, without 
making disclosures of such alteration or abstraction to 
the Society. He regretted very much that it was his 
unpleasant duty to have to prosecute a gentleman of 
Mr. M’Laren’s reputation on such a charge. The facts 
of the matter were but very short. On the morning of 
the 14th December certain carts belonging to Mr. 
M’Laren were at the Co-operative Society’s premises in 
Co-operative Terrace. Barrels belonging to the Society 
were upon the cart, and were filled with milk, which was 
delivered to the Society. Two of the Corporation in- 
spectors went and asked for samples of milk, for which 
they paid. Four samples were procured, and the inten- 
tion of having them analysed having been stated, the 
samples were forwarded to the analyst, Mr. Pattinson, 
of Newcastle. The certificate of Mr. Pattinson, in re- 
spect of the sample to which the Court was now dealing, 
was that the amount of non-fatty solids was 9.08 per 
cent., the fat 1°72, water 89°20, and that 37°46 per cent. 
of fat had been abstracted from the sample, and this 
opinion was based upon the fact that the sample con- 
tained but 1°72 of fat, whereas normal milk had at least 
2°75. The second sample contained 9°14 non-fatty solids, 
2°04 of fat, 88°82 of water, and from it 25°82 per cent. of 
fat had been abstracted. There was a point on which 
the Courts had gone so far as to lay it down that where 
a quantity of milk was being sold and was in one large 
vessel, and where the vessel not being kept turned, the 
cream was allowed to accumulate on the top, so that the 
earlier buyers got the best and the late buyers got the 
worst. There was a prosecution in such a case, and it 
was held that even such a case as that came within the 
section of the Act, although there was no guilty intent. 

John Pattinson. the analyst of the milk in question, 
stated that he had been an analyst for thirty-five years 


at Newcastle. He received samples of milk numbered 
74, 75, 76, and 77 from one of the inspectors, and the 
analysis given was the result of the analyses of 76 and 
77. Of the latter, 37.46 per cent. of fat had, in his 
opinion, been abstracted, which he based on the fact that 
the sample had only 1°72 per cent. of fat, whereas normal 
milk contained at least 2°75. That was a very low 
standard, but it was the one Somerset House based on 
the analysis of the milk of 272 cows. They had also 
analysed milk of fifty-five herds of cows, and for thes 
the average amount of fat yielded was 3°97, nearly 4 per 
cent. If the milk in question had been judged by that 
standard, instead of the deficiency being 37°46, it would 
have shown more than 50 per cent. deficiency. He had 
taken the quantity of fat that should be present at 275 
per cent. ; whereas the test had given an average amount 
of 3°97 in the case that he had mentioned. And farther 
the Aylesbury Dairy Company had in eleven years had 
had 120,000 samples analysed, which gave an average of 
fat of 4:1. He mentioned this to show that the standard 
by which he had judged the milk was very low. He 
knew of no circumstances under which genuine milk 
taken from a cow contained less than 23 per cent. He 
thought it was extremely unlikely—-a thousand chances 
to one—that cows themselves would give such a quality 
of milk. If the cows had had an imperfect meal, they 
might yield a small amount of fat, but that was not a 
fair sample. The only case where a cow yielded milk 
with less than 2? per cent of fat was one sample taken 
from a cow which had been long standing in a market, 
and the fore milk drawn off showed 14 per cent of fat. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Scott-Fox: Seeing that the 
milk was carried three or four miles, was there any pos: 
sibility of it not being a genuine sample because it was 
taken from a tap at the bottom of the barrel? Whether 
or not, the analysis was that of the sample. be 

Mr. Scott-Fox pointed to the journal of the British 
Dairy Farmers’ Association, in which a table showed 
that « cow had given milk containing 1°89 per cent. of 
fat, and other animals yielded 1°98 and 2°12 per cent. of 
fat from the morning milk. : 

Mr. Pattinson said those figures had bee called into 
question by the president of the Society of Public An 
lysts, and a great deal of doubt was thrown on thelt 
accuracy. There were cases of cows which were not In 
good health, or of poor breed or food, which gav* less. 

You agree that these cows would not give as muc at 
as Jerséy or Guernsey cattle ?—That is so. The latter 
give 8 or 9 per cent. : 

If a cow were milked at 6.30 in the morning and two 
o'clock in the afternoon, being eight hours and 16 _ 
between the milkings, would it not be a fact that the 
morning milking, although larger, would be less rch'~ 
Yes, but not very much. ps 

Your suggestion that Mr. M’Laren must have os 
stracted the fat depends upon whether the samples y 
got were fair samples as delivered by the cows :— sah od 

Have you ever made an experiment yourself, or F : 
of anyone else doing so, as to what would happen prs 
full can of milk were taken four miles on @ win 
morning to the town within two hours of milking” * a 
an experiment as would show any rising of the we “ 
that time so as to make the upper half of t An 
richer than the bottom ?—Although the cream oc oa 
should not expect any material difference in two? 
hours in a barrel carried in a cart and shaken. anal 


ta 
an analysis was made. Then other samples were 
from the top and bottom of the ba 
experiment ?—- Yes. 
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If Mr. Ranken found that the fat on the milk when 
taken at the farm was 2°80, that from the bottom of the 
barrel it was 1°74, and that from the top it was 3°63— 
that was a fair experiment /—Yes, if correctly recorded, 
but it was a low percentage of fat to begin with. 

Having heard that, do you not think it would be a 
very improper conclusion to come to, to say that the 
whole of the milk in the barrel was of the same fatty 
richness as the bottom pint ?—Yes ; it would not be fair 
after that experiment. 

Subject to that experiment being proved, if samples 
submitted as representing the bulk of the milk were 
taken from the bottum of the cask, the conclusions 
are not to be relied on ?—No, my result only applies to 
the pint of milk. 

After a good deal of discussion between counsel, 

Mr. Scott-Fox said he would call evidence to show 
that the milk was put in the barrels as it was taken 
from the cow, and that nothing was abstracted, neither 
was any skim-milk added, and also that the cream 
tended to rise to the top of the barrel during transit, 
despite the vibration. 

Jane Anne Collins, milkmaid, said she was at the 
Village Farm on the 14th December, and saw the milk- 
ing, and the milk was put into the barrels as it came 
from the cows. 

Cross-examined : She did not know what taking “ tops” 
meant, nor that it meant taking half the milk from the 
first cow. All their cows were milked clean out. She 
did not know what the “ strippings” of the milk were, 
and did not know strippings were richer in cream than 
the milk previously taken. She did not know if that 
practice were resorted to, but she knew that their cows 
were always milked clean. 

Herbert Vasey, who superintended the milking at the 
Village Farm, also gave evidence. 

.Cross-examined : He had never heard that “strip- 
pings " were taken to get a richer cream for the purpose 
. aalieg butter, but had seen it done to keep the cows 

er. 

Do yon know about “taking tops” !—What’s that, 
then? (Laughter.) 

Other evidence to the same effect was led. 

William Somerville, CE. Sc., B.Sc., Professor at the 
Durham College of Science, said it was his duty to give 
lnstruction in matters affecting agricultural and dairy 
aif , and in his experience there was a considerable 
. erence in the morning and the afternoon milk. If 
“lére was eight hours between, from the morning milk- 
Ing to the afternoon milking, and sixteen hours from the 
ys milking to the next morning’s milking, he 

uid expect the morning milk poorer than usual. 

would longer the term the poorer the milk would be. He 
ane i ae a great difference in the top and bottom 
th mill ae in the barrels in spite of the transit, and 

rhe “ en from the bottom would not be found a 
por ue e of the contents of the whole barrel, nor indi- 
ta r= there had been any abstraction or diminution 
that cold he of the principles of cream separators was 

: en was put round the milk in order to make 
= m rise quickly, and the cold water would do the 

ine thing with the 

*y Were so full that there was no cavity to allow for a 


there wotine om If they were full up to the bung 
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48 the sam 8g enormously against the fat being so low 
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filled to the bane, would be sufficient to cause the 
poverty of a — e which was taken from the bottom 
of the barrel. He agreed that 2°75 was the minimum 
standard. 

Chas. Ranken, analyst, Sunderland, said he went to 
Mr. M’Laren’s village farm yesterday morning, and took 
samples of milk put into barrels for the Co-operative 
Store just after the cow was milked. The milk was not 
tampered with, and stood in the barrel until the other 
was ready—about two hours--and then taken to the 
Society’s premises in Co-operative Terrace. Then he 
took a sample from the top of the barrel, and another 
from the tap at the bottom. In that taken from the 
bottom he found 1°74 of fat, and in that taken from the 
top 3°63. The analysis of the milk taken at the farm 
had not been completed yet, but he had so far obtained 
2°8 of fat from it. 

Cross-examined : Witness said he did not think the 
28 was, in his experience, exceptionally low. After he 
took his sample at the farm, the barre] was left full. 

The magistrates then retired, and, after a consultation 
lasting about ten minutes, returned. The Chairman 
said they had given the case very careful consideration. 
There was no evidence that the fat had been abstracted, 
and they would dismiss the case. 

There was a second charge of a similar nature on the 
‘ist against Mr. M’Laren, but it was not proceeded 
with.— V.B.A. 


Proposed Hospital for Animals. 


The Dumb Friends’ League are promoting a move- 
ment to found a hospital for animals. They propose 
that the contemplated hospital should follow on the 
lines of existing hospitals. Its objects are stated to be 
four: 1, to provide veterinary advice and nursing for 
animals whose owners cannot afford to pay for them ; 2, 
to provide veterinary advice and nursing for animals 
brought in injured from the street ; 3, to provide nursing 
(upon payment) for animals whose owners can afford to 
pay, but have not the skill, accommodation, or appli- 
ances necessary for the occasion ; and, 4, to dispatch pro- 
per ambulances to bring in injured animals from the 
street. To make the reader fully conversant with the 
scheme, it is only necessary to add that indoor and out- 
door patients’ letters will be granted to subscribers and 
donors ; that a trust deed will shortly be drawn up ; and 
that persons desirous to contribute towards “The 
National Animals’ Hospital Fund” should communicate 
with Mr. J. M. Chapman, 31, Seymour Street, W. 


Insuranee against Tnberculosis in Perth. 


The committee appointed by the representative meet- 
of butchers, farmers, and others interested in the tuber- 
culosis question, held in Perth about a fortnight ago, met 
in Perth on Friday to consider as to the scheme of _in- 
surance against loss sustained through this disease. Mr. 
Alexander Hay, cattle salesman, presided, and there was 
a good attendance. It was agreed to form an_associa- 
tion under the name of the Perth Farmers’ and Butchers’ 
Mutual Insurance Association, and to initiate a fund 
for insurance against any loss that might be sustained 
by a member of the association having any bullock or 
heifer condemned for tuberculosis. It was agreed that 
for all bullocks and heifers bought at any Perth mart 
for slaughter in Perth the seller should pay 6d. each 
and the buyer a similar sum. The new resolution will 
come into force on the first Monday of February. No 
action was taken in regard to bulls and cows. Office- 
bearers of the newly-formed association were appointed, 
Mr. Hay being chosen president, while Mr. Hutche- 
son and Mr. W. S. Ferguson were appointed to repre- 


sent the farmers on the committee. 
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Animal Diseases in Lancashire. 


No cases of rabies having been reported in Lancashire 
since April, 1898, the Cattle Plague Committee of the 
Lancashire County Council has issued a notification 
of their intention to apply to the Board of Agriculture 
for the revocation of the Muzzling Order, which has now 
been enforced for almost two years. Swine fever having 
disappeared, the Cattle Plague Committee of the County 
has decided to revoke the regulations in force prohibiting 
the movement of swine from certain English Counties 
into Lancashire, and also the regulations restricting the 
movement of swine from Ireland except for slaughter. 
| revocation takes effect from February 1st.— Morning 

ost. 


Bad-Horse-Shoeing in Edinburgh. 


On Wednesday last the annual meeting in connection 
with the Scottish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals was held in Edinburgh—Lord Provo#t Mit- 
chell Thomson presiding. Mr. Langwell, C.A., the 
secretary, submitted to the meeting the report on the 
past year’s work of the Society. Colonel Williamson, 
of Lawers, in seconding, said he had travelled a good 
deal, and he was bound to say that there were. more 
lame horses in Edinburgh than in any other capital in 
Europe. In many cases, no doubt, the lameness was 
due to faulty shoeing, and he thought that it was a 
disgrace that they had not in the city more skilful men 
as blacksmiths. 


At the Levee held at Dublin Castle on Wednesday, Ist 
inst., the following members >f the professicn were pre- 
sent: M. Hedley, F.R.C.V.S., Majors R. Pringle and J. 
Burton, A.V.D. The following gentlemen were presen- 
ted: Lieuts. A. G. Todd and J. A. B. McGowan, A.V.D. 


On January 10th, at the Cathedral, Bombay, Lieut. 
George Kemp Walker, A.V.D., of Muktesar, N.W.P., 
India, son of the late W. A. Walker, Warwick, to Effie, 
youngest daughter of the late W. H. Wall, Stoke Prior, 
Bromsgrove. (By cable.) 


CORRESPONDENCE 


VETERINARY ASSOCIATIONS AND LENDING 
LIBRARIES FOR USE OF MEMBERS. 


Dear Sir, 

I consider it would be a good move and one that 
would be of incalculable benefit to members of veterin- 
ary medical associations if a number, or even one large, 
one (single) association had a lending library (say in a 
prominent stationer’s shop in a central town of a district) 
where each member, on production of his membership 
ticket, could get a copy of a book on agricultural, veter- 
inary, medical, legal or uther allied science, and the same 
library get a few current copies of The Veterinary 
Journal, Veterinary Record, Journal of Comparative 
Pathology, Veterinarian, Lancet, and medical Journals, 
all these for the use of the members in turn and for a 
fixed period, they giving a signed receipt for the book on 
its being handed to them, or even sent to them, they 
previously sending the stamps, and a line given by the 
association to represent the membership ticket, in fact 
carried out the same as the libraries of the veterinary 
colleges which are an immense boon to the students. 
This library would supply a felt want to veterinary 
practitioners, prove a great factor in raising the know- 


ledge and status of the profession, to my mind, much 
more than the regular discussion and papers, and give 
them up-to-date medical, veterinary, and agricultural 
news, also they could peruse all new books and journals, 
It would also increase the circulation of the 
books and journals themselves. No regular library has 
these books, and few vets. can afford to buy many papers 
and journals-—less books, which ought to be read, | 
hope this matter will be taken up by some members of 
the various medical associations in the British Isles, and 
a lending library within reach of all its members, estab- 
lished in every large centre in England, Ireland, Scot- 
land and Wales for the supply by letter or personally of 
current books for veterinary surgeons. I would join any 
association to-morrow if I could get books, and many 
would do the same if for no other benefit. I am certain 
the membership on this account alone would be increased 
if not doubled in many cases. 


Donatpson Portir, M.R.C.VS. 


UNQUALIFIED CASTRATORS. 


Sir, 

“ A Venerable Quack” asks what I mean by saying 
“Tf another degree is required, by all means let us have 
one and not allow these standing operators, as_ they 
describe themselves, to pay us to take away annually 
hundreds of pounds from our own pockets.” It should 
have read : “ If another degree is required, by all means 
let us have one, and not allow these standing operators 
(as they describe themselves) and spayers to take away 
annually hundreds of pounds from our own pockets.’ _ 

There was another mistake : “Operating upon pigs 
may be diagnosed” should have read “Operating upon 
pigs may be disagreeable.” I wrote Messrs. Brown to 
this effect the following Monday, and they said the mis 
takes had occurred through the writing being indistinct. 
“How absurd for ‘ Venerable Quack’ to say that it Is 
impossible to understand the letter when he has grasped 
the ideas in toto.” i 

He also states : “Want of College training does not 
preclude a man from getting a smattering of physiology. 
Granted, neither does it of pathology judging from his 
remarks, that bacilli may b2 so numerous on the quack's 
knife and gaiters that they fall out among themselves 
and save the pigs, consequently the quicker a farrow 0 
pigs is operated upon, the less time the bacilli have 
fall out among themselves, and the greater their —_ 
of infesting the pigs. Is this a smattering of his path 
logy, or is it a smattering of his ignorance! — 

He seems very indignant at my calling him My id 
friend.” According to his letter I ought to have “ 
“* My dear teacher.” For my own part, [ am very i> 
indebted to unqualified men, particularly one old gen “4 
man, although his views were somewhat different 
“Venerable Quack’s.” He said it was a mistake ae ’ 
pose an old man could manage a country _— 7 me 
well asa youngone. From 25 to 45 he cons! ve - 
best years in a man’s life for castrating, ace ee 
mare foaling, after that age the majority of practl + pane 
were getting past it, and if they had not sufficient ee 
tice to keep an assistant it was best for them es ros 
country practice and go into the towns, where 


is lighter. GrorcE 


.—Ciapt. 

Communications, Books, AND PAPERS 

S.M. Smith, Messrs. H. Leeney, W. Blunsom, | Carmick. 
R. L. Green, G. Mayall, J.P.Isherwood, A. 


A, E. Payne, W. Hughes, H. C. Reeks. 


rahams- 
The Farmers’ Advocate (Ontario), The Journal (8 ournal. 
town, Cape), The Eversham Journal, The From 


The Evening Chronicle (Newcastle). 
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